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Acknowledgement of Country

The Saving Our Snake-Necked Turtle 
Project team acknowledges the 
Traditional Owners of country 

throughout Western Australia and 
recognises their continuing connection 
to land, waters and community. We pay 
our respects to them and their cultures; 

and to elders both past, present and 
emerging.
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Sponsors & Partners

Sharon Meredith

This project would not be possible 
without the support of major 
sponsors and our many invaluable 
partners. 

Together we can make a 
difference.

Thank you!



Introduction
This document provides a progress 
report on the Saving Our Snake-Necked 
Turtle Project from the 1st of July to the 
25th October 2022 against these 
deliverables:
• Information & Training

• Establishing Turtle Tracker teams

• Turtle sightings & nest protection
• Effective media presence

Key Dates:
24th Jun - Notification of LotteryWest funding
1st Jul - Official Start of Project
Jul & Aug - Liaison with partner Council staff
Aug & Sept - Delivery of information & training
Sept 20th to Nov 1st - Turtle Trackers active



Information and Training Sessions (since August 2022)

22 Information and Turtle Tracker Training Presentations

547 attendees 
326 @ Community Information sessions, and 
221 @ Turtle Tracker Training Workshops



Trained Turtle Tracker tasks/responsibilities 

- Commit to a 1 or more shifts of 1 to 4 
hrs each week for two months (mid 
Sept – mid Nov)

- Follow all safety protocols 

- Patrol designated areas of specified 
local wetland

- Record observations of turtles and 
nests using TurtleSAT

- Protect observed nests with mesh 
squares

- Log and submit volunteer hours



Turtle Tracker Teams

11 Turtle Tracker Teams have been actively 
protecting turtles over the 2022 nesting season 



Volunteer Effort

October – November 2022 

550 Turtles observed

280 Nest protected

Rafeena Boyle



Increase in protection for 2022
Reduced vehicle strikes 
Reduced predated females
Reduced predated nests

2021 2022

Wetlands involved 1 19

Turtle Trackers 20 ~98

Nests protected >50 ~280

Caitlan Davis



Recording turtle and nest sightings using TurtleSAT

Turtle

Predated nestNest



TurtleSAT records 
before SOSNT

TurtleSAT records 
after SOSNT

126 Unique Users Observed Turtles

42 Unique Users observed nests

219 Unique Users Observed Turtles

73 Unique Users observed nests



TurtleSAT
Perth Metro 

records 
before
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TurtleSAT
Perth Metro 

current
records 



Bibra Lake 
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Manning Lake 
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Lake Joondalup
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Lake Gwelup
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Tomato Lake 
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Blue Gum Lake 
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Wilson Wetland
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Big Swamp
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Eric Singleton Bird Sanctuary & Gobba Lake
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after
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Nest Protection & Predation

100% predated nests reported by 
volunteers did not have mesh nest 
protection.

• This early anecdotal evidence 
strongly suggests that mesh nest 
protection prevents predation

• To protect more nests we need 
more volunteers to cover more 
area, around more wetlands in 
the region



Press Release Activity & Media Uptake

2 Direct SOSNT press releases 

2 Partner press releases

1 Ministerial media statement



Media Reach and Value 

70
news articles/ broadcast/ pressers, 

worth

$14.6 million 
Top article 

‘Saving native turtles one hatchling 
at a time’ had a reach of over 

4.14 million 
people



Social Media Activity

24 Facebook Posts 
(since 1st post on 9th August) 

4 Instagram Posts
(since 1st post on 7th September)



Social Media Reach & Engagement

5935 people saw a SOSNT 
Facebook post at least once

204 followers

164 Facebook page likes



Other Engagement

150 Children engaged at the AAEE WA Earth Day 
festival

73 People attended SOSNT Wetland Tours at 
Murdoch University Open Day

480 Students attended the SOSNT display at the 
Whiteman Park Childrens Groundwater Festival

Awarded - Turtle Trackers won second place in 
the 2022 Cockburn Volunteer Organisation of the 
Year



SOSNT@murdoch.edu.au
@savingoursnakeneckedturtles
@saving_our_snakenecked_turtles

April Sturm

Conclusion

• While the project started later than planned 
the team has achieved all target 
deliverables to date.

• Positive media coverage of the project and 
all of its partners has been excellent.

• There is evidence of high engagement and 
satisfaction amongst the Turtle Tracker 
communities.

• Local councils need more support to 
manage volunteer teams and maintain the 
momentum of this project.

• The SOSNT team is looking forward to the 
next phase of the project, analysing data 
and reporting on the impact of the work 
thus far.


